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glance casually at the north African landscape, to recognize
tt^ediately its resemblance to that of southern Spain.
Perhaps still more striking, this time to the ear, is the
resemblance between the tunes of so many Spanish folk
songs and dances and those of the inhabitants of northern
Africa. It looks as if slices of barren tableland, fringed by
strips of rich soil in which is to be found a full tropical
™.ery, had been lifted from Africa and placed casually in
southern Europe. When we consider those great dividing
fountain ranges and rivers, and the individualism and local
patriotism of Spaniards, it is not difficult to appreciate the
reasons for the simple historical fact that the achievement
or any measure of politico-social unity must always be a
Butter of great difficulty.
One decides at last to regard Spain as a European de-
tachment from Africa, with a whole host of African
characteristics manifesting themselves in landscape and
people. As Havelock Ellis and other penetrating writers
k^ve pointed out, there is still something savage and of
aboriginal primitiveness in the best sense in the majority
°4 the Spanish people. Historians inform us that the race
°ace consisted of Celts and Iberians and a hybrid race, the
Celto-Iberians, fringed here and there by offshoots from
other earlier races, of which the Basque is the most im-
portant survivor. The Iberians are said to have come from
Afaca, the Celts from France, and the Basques from—
^°d knows where ! It is, however, agreed that these
races should be considered as the native or basic races of
Spain. There were other and extremely important in-
filtrations. Long before the Christian era, Phoenician
Banners and merchants sailed from Tyre and established
settlements in southern Spain. They were essentially
traders, and not military adventurers or conquerors. In
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